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n The Landing School does its best to meet the need of its students. If you have questions regarding financial aid awards, contact Jennifer 
Bechard, jenniferbechard@landingschool.edu

If your family or individual financial circumstances change dramatically during an academic year it is possible that your financial aid could 
also change. If you feel that you have significant reason to request a review of your financial data, you may do so. Each review situation is 
handled on an individual basis and not all requests result in a change of financial aid.

Scholarships
The Landing School awards over $100,000 in scholarships each year. There are two types of scholarships. 

Need-Based
Need-based scholarships are awarded based on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) data. The amount awarded is 
based on a student’s financial need. Individual awards can range from $1000-$5000.

Other Scholarships
Imagination, Initiative, Invention (i3) Scholarship
Awarded to a student based on their ability to illustrate their creative skill by building an object of their choice. First year students only. 
Three $5,000 scholarships will be awarded. Deadline is June 22 and will be awarded July 17.

Women in the Marine Industry Scholarship
Awarded to women who want to pursue an education and career in the marine industry. First year students only. Three $10,000 scholar-
ships will be awarded. Deadline is June 22 and will be awarded July 17.

Southern Maine Coastal Community Scholarship
Awarded to an applicant who is a resident of southern coastal Maine. First year students only. Three $5,000 scholarships will be awarded. 
Deadline is June 22 and will be awarded July 17.

Scholarship Endorsed by Alums (SEA) Scholarship
Awarded to a student who was referred by an alumni of The Landing School. First year students only. Three $5,000 scholarships will be 
awarded. Deadline is June 22 and will be awarded July 17.

Landing School Family Scholarship
Awarded to a student who was referred by a Landing School faculty or staff member. First year students only. One $5,000 scholarship will 
be awarded. Deadline is June 22 and will be awarded July 17.

Early Application
Students who apply before April 1 and are accepted into their program will earn a $500 credit towards their tuition.

Federal Grants
Pell grants are highly need-based and typically range from $602 to $5730 a year. The amount awarded is determined by expected family 
contribution (EFC) and does not have to be repaid.

Federal Loans
Subsidized Direct Loan 
A need-based loan with a low variable interest rate (4.66% effective 7/1/14). The interest is federally subsidized while student is enrolled. 
Repayment is deferred until six months after graduation or withdrawal. The maximum dollar amounts are: $3500 (1st year); $4500 (2nd 
year if enrolled in the associate degree program). To apply, students must complete a Master Promissory Note and Entrance Counseling 
at www.studentloans.gov. The Landing School will certify student enrollment status and the loan amount.

Unsubsidized Direct Loans
The borrower is responsible for interest (4.66%). $2000 is available to ALL students. Independent students are eligible for additional un-
subsidized Stafford loan amounts. To apply students must complete a Master Promissory Note and Entrance Counseling at www.student-
loans.gov.

Parent Loan of Undergraduate Students (PLUS) 
The federal PLUS program helps parents assist their dependent children in meeting the costs of higher education. Under the federal 
PLUS program, parents are the actual borrowers. Parents are eligible to borrow up to the Cost of Attendance minus any financial aid the 
student is eligible to receive. Parents must complete a Master Promissory Note at www.studentloans.gov and complete a PLUS Loan 
Supplement form. If a parent is denied a Parent Direct PLUS Loan based on credit, the student may be eligible for additional Unsubsi-
dized Direct Loans.

Work and Learn
Student Workers
Students can earn money in a variety of ways around the school, depending on where their talents or desires lie. If a student is a plumber 
we can offer plumbing work. If a student is a writer we can offer marketing work. There are also many odd jobs that 
need to be performed around the school. The money earned while attending school does not have to be repaid. 
Wages are typically $10/hr.



Program Assistants
Landing School Program Assistants (LSPAs) are recruited each year by Program faculty to serve as assistants to those faculty in the following academic 
year. LSPAs are typically chosen based upon reliability, proficiency, and leadership potential. LSPAs are expected to register for 12 credits of Landing 
School courses each academic semester: 3 credits of these 12 credits may be general education and the balance will consist of special independent 
study courses relevant to the PA experience (e.g. tutoring, leadership). These 12 credits are provided to LSPAs free of charge.

LSPAs are expected to represent the Landing School in external events (e.g. conferences), and to the Landing School students within their 
program in which they serve. As such, LSPAs are expected to exhibit exemplary conduct and behavior.

Program faculty are expected to mentor and develop LSPAs during the course of the year. LSPAs are not expected to simply engage in “step-and-
fetch” for program faculty. LSPAs may be expected to teach small modules with the guidance and assistance of Landing School faculty, grade student 
homework, and schedule and conduct tutoring sessions. LSPAs may also be expected to engage in School-wide initiatives, working together as a 
cohort to execute capital projects.

Program faculty will identify LSPA candidates and begin the selection process (e.g. meeting with candidates) by the end of the first week of the spring 
academic semester. Program faculty may have Program-specific requirements for LSPAs that they will share with candidates during the selection pro-
cess.

Veteran’s Educational Assistance
The Landing School is approved as an institution of higher education by the Maine State Approving Agency for Veterans Education Programs including 
the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill (Chapter 33), the Montgomery G.I. Bill (Chapter 30) and Veterans’ Vocational Rehabilitation Programs (Chapter 31). Veteran ap-
plicants are encouraged to submit eligibility paperwork shortly after submitting their Landing School application.

Transfer Credits
The Landing School awards credit based on the evaluation and recommendation of the American Council on Education (ACE). This includes exams 
through CLEP, DSST, DANTES, and UExcel Excelsior College, as well as other ACE-recognized credits earned from military service experience (based 
on their Guide to the Evaluation of Educational Experiences in the Armed Services). These can only be considered for transfer toward fulfilling General 
Education credits. The acceptance and awarding of these credits is at the discretion of The Landing School, and provided that it meets the General 
Education requirements and criteria (including subject areas of study, minimum grade received, and semester credit hour amount). Interested students 
must provide official copies of their exam scores, transcripts, and other evidence of prior education and training issued by the military. 

Grants
Maine FAFSA data submitted by the May 1 deadline will be forwarded to The FAME/Maine program. New England, Pennsylvania, and Maryland have a 
reciprocal agreement with the State of Maine. Each state calculates grant eligibility differently. Most will use your FAFSA information. Each state’s dead-
line is listed on the cover of the FAFSA.

Other Sources of Financial Aid
Payment Plan Option
The Landing School offers a payment plan option for students who qualify. The Tuition Financing Plan (TFC) is a payment plan that will allow a student to 
finance the tuition over the 10 months that they are in school with a 5% finance charge on the amount financed and a startup fee of $25.

Alternative (Private) Education Loans
Alternative loans are credit-based loans offered by many lenders (banks and credit unions) that can be used to supplement the financial aid. The 
student is the borrower and a credit worthy co-signer may be required. These loans typically offer a fixed or variable interest rates and lack the benefits 
of federal student loans. Students may borrow up to the Cost of Attendance minus any financial aid they are eligible to receive. Please refer to www.
elmselect.com for a list of lenders. A separate application is usually sent directly to the lender, which is then forwarded to our office for certification of 
the student’s status.

Private Scholarships/Grants
Private organizations offer financial assistance to many qualified individuals each year:

• Contact your local business and community organizations
• High school guidance offices receive many scholarship notifications

Some websites offering additional financial aid information:
• The College Board: https://www.collegeboard.org/
• College Scholarships: http://www.college-scholarships.com/
• College Tool Kit: http://www.collegetoolkit.com/
• Dept. of Education Federal Student Aid: https://studentaid.ed.gov/
• FastWeb: http://www.fastweb.com/
• FinAid: Guide to Financial Aid: http://www.finaid.org/
• Finance Authority of Maine (FAME): http://www.famemaine.com/
• Maine Community Foundation: http://www.mainecf.org/
• Mapping Your Future: http://www.mappingyourfuture.org/
• Opportunity Maine: http://opportunitymaine.org/
• Scholarship America: http://scholarshipamerica.org/
• Scholarships.com: https://www.scholarships.com/




